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Chris McKhool 
 
A Queen’s Diamond Jubilee medal recipient for his work 
creating community through music, Chris produces, 
composes and plays violin for children and family 
audiences. He was recently awarded the Dr. Duke Redbird 
Lifetime Achievement Award and the Merilaïnen Music 
Awards as Indigenous Ally of the Year, for his work on 
Walking Through the Fire, a collaborative project with First 
Nations, Métis and Inuit artists across Turtle Island. In April, 
Burlington’s Mayor presented Chris with Key to the City to 
recognize his local contributions to creating community through music. 
 
One of Canada’s hottest musicians for a generation of kids, Chris has been hailed as a 
“Children’s musical star” (National Post) and “Canada’s greatest eco-troubadour for 
young people” (Mississauga Living Arts Centre). Everything Chris does comes from the 
heart, and he has been delighting audiences with his joyful songs and exotic world 
instruments for three decades, reaching over 1 million children live in concert, with hit 
performances on YTV’s Treehouse, TVO’s Crawlspace, Mr. Dressup, CITY-TV and the CBC.   
 
A champion of environmental issues, Chris created the World Largest Bicycle Bell 
Orchestra at Yonge-Dundas Square with over 800 bell ringers. He was nominated for a 
JUNO Award for Best Children’s Album, and won the Canadian Folk Music Award for 
Children’s Album of the Year. He's also a multiple Parents’ Choice Award Winner and a 
Green Toronto Award Winner, and was just inducted into the Burlington Performing Artist 
Centre Hall of Fame for his work with children. 
 
In his role as producer, Chris has written, recorded and appeared with several jazz, world, 
folk and pop artists, leading Sultans of String, as well as with Béla Fleck, the Chieftains, 
Richard Bona, and Nikki Yanofsky. He has received multiple CFMAs as Producer of the 
Year, and won the inaugural PIVOT AWARD from CIMA for creating his Zoom Room series. 
Chris is also an award-winning filmmaker, and has written, directed and produced two 
Cannes World Film Festival Award winning films, The Refuge Project and Walking Through 
the Fire. 
 
Chris’ productions have landed on the Billboard charts and been featured in the New 
York Times. His work with Sultans of String has garnered multiple awards and accolades, 
including three JUNO nominations, first place in the International Songwriting Competition 
(out of 15,000 entries), and six Canadian Folk Music Awards. Sultans of String’s Refuge 
won 2021 CFMA for Producer of the Year, and his follow-up Sanctuary won Global Music 
and Producer awards at the 2023 CFMAs.  
 
Chris has gigged at JUNOfest, Celtic Connections Festival (Glasgow) and London’s 
Trafalgar Square, Koerner Hall, and performed his Fiddlefire Kids Show with the Toronto, 
Vancouver, Niagara and Edmonton Symphony Orchestras. He has played live on CBC’s 
Canada Live, BBC Radio, BBC TV, Irish National Radio, and the syndicated World Café, 
Woodsongs, and SiriusXM in Washington. 
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Kevin Laliberté – Guitar 
 
Kevin’s original compositions from his hit CDs 
One, Sundance, Siesta and Elation have been 
featured on TV shows on Showcase, The Outdoor 
Life Network and TVOntario. They can also be 
heard nation-wide on radio and satellite music 
services. They represent a meeting of many 
aspects of Kevin’s experience as a guitarist 
melding flamenco rhythms, a jazz 
improvisational approach, and a pop melodic 
sensibility.  
 
In addition to performing his own works, Kevin 
has toured around the globe with 
international artists Jesse Cook, the Chieftains, 
Sultans of String, performed on the Tonight Show with Charlotte Church, and in Beijing 
with Chinese recording artist Dadawa. His independent CDs have sold over 100,000 
units under license with Somerset. 
 
 

Saskia Tomkins – Nyckelharpa 
 
Saskia is a master musician of violin, viola, cello and Nyckelharpa, an educator, and a 
composer. UK born, she is classically trained with a folk background and a B.A.hons. 
in Music (Jazz). She is an All-Britain Champion Irish Fiddler, and in 2022 received an 
award for services to Irish Music in Canada. Saskia was the official Artist in Residence 
in 2022 with Folk Alliance 
International, and is currently Artist in 
Residence with British-based 
organization The Mixed Museum, 
which works to preserve and share 
the social history of racial mixing in 
Britain of Black and ethnic minorities 
for future generations. 
 
Saskia worked the as a special 
consultant on the Broadway hit 
“Come From Away”, to ensure the 
Celtic roots and traditions were 
communicated in an authentic way 
through the score.  
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